	Geleitshaus Weißenfels - Your little guide around the exhibition  

 
1st Room: History and the house

Welcome to the the first completely stone-built house in Weißenfels. It was bulit in 1552 by Dr. Hieronymus Kiesewetter the Chancellor of Duke August of Saxonia, who lived in Weißenfels. In 1553 after the brother of the Duke died, he became the Elector of Saxonia. That meant moving to Dresden. For Kiesewetter had to follow him the house stood empty until 1555. The elector bought the house and accommodated the „Geleitsamt“ there. Geleit means accompany. When travelers came to the town, they were able to rent armed soldiers (an escort) who protected and accompanied them till their next quarter. 

Furthermore the room shows an oil painting of Weißenfels around 1600. On the right side of the painting you can see  the Cretaceous rocks (White Rock) that gave the city its name. In the right part of the picture there is the former Castle of Weißenfels which was completely destroyed during the 30 Years' War. St. Mary's Church presents itself in the centre of the picture. However the tower burned down completely  in 1718 and had to be rebuild in baroque style in 1721.


2nd Room: The Thirty Years' War

The war was fought between 1618 and 1648 and startet as a religious conflict between Protestants and Catholics before it gradually developed into a general war involving much of Europe, for reasons  of power. 

In this room there is a presentation of an historical classification, the history and the different phases of the war. The aim of war is shown as well as equipment and pictures of the contemporary life of the soldiers. 

State of the art was the matchlock gun that needed still about 30 handles until it was reloaded. 


3rd Room: The internal laws of war

Here it was attempted to illustrate the military work of the individual soldiers. You have to imagine that the contemporary armour of a foot soldier weighs about 15 kg and the helmet weighs another 2 kg. Foot Soldiers were most likely killed during their first year of military service. Many of them were injured. It's scary to have a look into the medical department but the doctors were soon specialists in treatment of injuries, so that many wounded could be saved. The camp scene reminds of the times that preceded or followed battles. 

Unique throughout Germany is the rotating embrasure that was located in the former town wall of Weißenfels.


4th Room: From the Swedish entry into the war until after Lützen 

Before the Swedish entry into the war the Protestants did poorly. Gustav Adolf as charismatic leader, achieved the first success against Catholics and persuaded the majority of the Protestant Princes into an alliance with him.

The oil painting "Wallenstein's Council of War" shows an historical climax for the town. Wallenstein and some of his Generals met in an Inn at the town to discuss their strategy. Wallenstein planned to take his troops to a winter camp in Leipzig. For he needed food for 20.000 men and 10.000 horses, he had to separate his troops. From Weißenfels he sent General Pappenheim with 3000 men to Halle. As Gustav II. Adolf came to know this, he saw his chance to shove those troops out of Saxonia. He pursued Wallenstein and both armies faced each other on the evening of November 5th 1632 in Lützen.  

	
	5th Room: Diorama - Battle of Lützen

The diorama impressively illustrates the Battle of Lützen with 10,000 tin soldiers. Alone the positioning of the figures took one year. Overall, the work of the teacher Max Brauer took almost 20 years to be completed. Nowadays his portrait looks down on his work. 


6th Room: Oriel Room

In this is the room General Pappenheim of the imperial troops stood before the Battle of Lützen. After the battle the Swedes brought their dead King Gustav II Adolf there for the autopsy and the embalming. This included the removal of the organs. And so the  blood stain of the King may have come on the wall next to the entrance. A painting by Prof. Haase shows how this autopsy may have taken place. The picture also was one of the first exhibits for the museum in 1932.

The furniture consists of original pieces from the 17th century. Furthermore the King is present with his shield at the ceiling, a plaster bust and a portrait. Latter was purchased in the 17th century from the population to remember the events here.

From Weißenfels the dead King was transfered to Stockholm via Wittenberg and Wolgast. In Sweden he was lain out for another year before he finally was put to rest in the church  Riddarsholmkerken.

The door at the back of the room was a supply response that leads directly to a (former) wine cellar.


7th Room: Weißenfels and the Thirty Years' War

During the Thirty Years' War about 1 / 3 of the German population died. In addition to war events, hunger and diseases like cholera and the plague led to mass mortalities.

Both armies trekked several times through the town and demanded supplies like bread, beer and money from the population. Eventually both armies were highly unpopular. The soldiers tried to survive and both sides acted on Wallenstein's motto that the war had to feed the war. Weißenfels with his some 1,500 inhabitants had to deliver 150,000 kilograms of bread and 220,000 taler.


8th Room: Gustav II Adolf and the ensuing ages

The painting of Gustav Adolf's funeral cortege departing from Weißenfels dominates one of the walls of the room. In the background of the painting there is once again the former castle of Weißenfels whose destruction already had begun. 

Impressive as well are the conquests of King that bribe by their number and show the course of the war, that went cross-country. Some of those territories  remained Swedish for another 200 years after the death of the King. (Ex: Stralsund) 

His portrait in this room is the last picture that was drawn by the living image. Gustav Adolf was always controversial, yet popular. Meanwhile the remembrance of the King continued and especially during the romanticism some population stratums transfigured his  memento. This also led to an expansion of the Memorial in Lützen over the years. The plain stone that was placed on the spot where the King died was covered with a canopy. Moreover a Swedish wooden church was added and later two Swedish farmhouse from Dalarna followed.

Swedish friendship associations established itself throughout the country, including one in Weißenfels, which took huge efforts to establish this museum.

Noteworthy is also the beautiful ancient coffered ceiling of the room.

 
Here ends the tour. Maybe we could arouse your interest for a visit. Thank you very much!


